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A BILL
1 FOR AN ACT relating to infants; to provide for leaving a child
2 with a firefighter or hospital staff nmenber as prescribed;
3 and to provide duties for the Departnent of Health and Human
4 Servi ces.
5 Be it enacted by the people of the State of Nebraska,
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Section 1. (1) If a parent voluntarily delivers a child to

a firefighter or a hospital staff nenmber who engages in the adm ssion,

care, or treatnent of patients, when such firefighter is at a fire

station or such hospital staff nenber is at a hospital, t he

firefighter or hospital staff nenber shall. w thout a court order,

take tenporary physical custody of the child if:

(a) The child is seventy-two hours old or vounger; and

(b) The parent did not express an intent to return for the

child.

(2) i a firefighter or hospi t al staff nenber t akes

tenporary physical custody of a child pursuant to this section. the

firefighter or hospital staff nenber shall:

(a) Perform any act necessary, in accordance with generally

accepted standards of professional practice, to protect, preserve, or

aid the physical health or safety of the child during the tenporary

physi cal custody: and

(b) Notify a law enforcenent officer of the abandonnent

within four hours after the abandonnent.

(3) A firefighter or hospital staff nenber shall incur no

civil or criminal liability for any good faith acts or om ssions

perforned pursuant to this section.

(4) Upon receipt of notice pursuant to subsection (2) of

this section, a law enforcenent officer shall take the abandoned child

into tenporary custody pursuant to section 43-248.

(5) The Department of Health and Human Services shal

maintain and update on a nonthly basis a report of the nunber of

children who have been abandoned pursuant to this section
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(6) Bedinning January 1, 2008, the departnent shall submt

an_annual report to the lLegislature that conpiles the monthly reports,

required pursuant to subsection (5) of this section. of the nunber of

children left with firefighters or hospital staff nenbers pursuant to

this section.

(7) The departnment shall place a child left wth a

firefighter or hospital staff nmenber pursuant to this section with a

potential adoptive parent as soon as possible. The departnent shall

file a petition pursuant to the Nebraska Juvenile Code to termnate

the parental rights of a parent who leaves a child with a firefighter

or hospital staff nenber under this section.




